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The BCCDC Foundation for Public Health
and the BC Centre for Disease Control
Working Together to Limit Disease and to Promote
Optimal Health Outcomes
IN MY FIRST ANNUAL REPORT WELCOME, I would like to start by
acknowledging and thanking Dr Alan Winter for his seven years of service
as a Director on the Board of the BCCDC Foundation for Public Health (the
Foundation) and, most signiﬁcantly, for the tremendous contributions Alan
made as Chair of this organization over the last four years. Dr Winter
guided the Foundation through a very dynamic period of consultation and
growth. And we are thankful not only for his dedication over the years but
DON AVISON
Board Chair

also for his ongoing commitment to remain a steadfast advisor to the
Board.
During 2014-15, we saw another year of strong growth, strategic

development, and engagement-building with the goal of transitioning the Foundation into a proactive, philanthropic entity. Through the year, strategic planning and extensive meetings with
internal and external stakeholders continued and the Foundation engaged several new
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partners. The Foundation continued to advance external relations and build the pro!le of the BC
Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) and the BCCDC Foundation. The Foundation also had several
‘!rsts’ during 2014-15. Our new website was completed and launched; the !rst annual report
with audited !nancial statements was completed; and the Foundation hosted its !rst external
event as part of BCCDC’s annual Research Week.
We are also pleased to have formed our !rst
partnership with the BC Ministry of Health,
resulting in a new collaboration around food
safety and sanitation planning in BC."The biggest
‘!rst’ for the Foundation was the recruitment of a
dedicated fund development professional to
assist the strategic direction and growth of the
Foundation’s capacity.
The BCCDC also underwent signi!cant
change – Dr Robert Brunham, Provincial Executive Director and Scienti!c Director, retired after
many years of excellent leadership, and Dr Mark Tyndall joined the BCCDC in September 2014 as
the new Executive Medical Director and Deputy Provincial Health O#cer. The Foundation is lucky
to have Dr Tyndall join the Board as an Advisor, and to have Dr Brunham also remain with us in
an advisory capacity. Along with Drs Jennifer Gardy and Alan Winter, we have the bene!t of a
strong, e$ective and highly dedicated advisory group.
Through the year, ongoing projects produced key outcomes, and several new projects
received funding. Many project ideas are being discussed, new partnerships developed, and
funding opportunities sought, and the Foundation will continue to work closely with BCCDC
researchers and executive leadership to strategically align activities for 2015-16 with the goal of
widening our circle of partners with a view towards better supporting the research, capital
equipment, knowledge translation and other activities of the BCCDC. We invite you to join us
as we continue to forge ahead!

Don Avison
Board Chair, BCCDC Foundation for Public Health

The Foundation works in partnership with BCCDC as
a proactive strategic organization that seeds and supports the
BCCDC brand of excellence in public health research.

OUR VISION
People living in healthy communities protected from
infectious disease and environmental health hazards through
innovative research and collaborative public health solutions.

OUR MISSION
To protect and promote health, prevent harm,
and prepare for threats by inspiring vision and philanthropy.
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The BC Centre for
Disease Control
A History of Success, A Future of Innovation
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The BCCDC Foundation is the philanthropic partner that
enables the BC Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) to drive
innovation that advances population and public health
services for British Columbians and others.
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Supporting People, Innovation
and Partnerships
Our Projects are Leading to Exciting and Positive
Outcomes
We are proud of our support for projects that build
upon the many successes and cross-cutting themes
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forward into future years, we are excited about a
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Tuberculosis (TB) isn’t a disease of the past –
decades after the first antibiotics to treat TB were

VULNERABLE
POPULATIONS

developed, Canada still sees five people diagnosed
with TB every day. Federally and provincially,
Canada is committed to eliminating TB and in BC,

BCCDC Foundation
Partners, Sponsors, Collaborators

innovative genomics techniques are being used to
accelerate our progress towards elimination. The
Foundation has funded a multi-year project that
uses DNA sequencing of the TB bacterium to
understand how it is entering BC, how it is moving

from person to person across the province, and, most importantly, how this transmission can
be stopped, resulting in fewer cases of this serious illness. After almost three years of collecting
DNA from every case of TB diagnosed in BC between 2005 and 2014, the team is embarking
upon one of the largest TB genomics projects to date, and the first one ever to use genomics
for the large-scale management of TB transmission. Drs James Johnston, Jennifer Gardy, and
Patrick Tang are excited about their work’s potential to change how public health approaches
TB control in BC and beyond.
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Chronic Complex Diseases Study
In 2011, Dr David Patrick received funding from the Foundation to begin a multi-year study
looking at complex chronic diseases, such as Myalgic Enchephalomyelitis/Chronic Fatigue
Syndrome (ME/CFS) and alternately diagnosed Chronic Lyme Syndrome (ADCLS) – a
diagnosis based on an alternative, non-reference test result. Using state-of-the-art
technologies, this is a multidisciplinary project strongly supported by many key stakeholders,
such as the BC Ministry of Health and the Provincial Health Services Authority. In 2014-15,
the team was able to leverage the Foundation funds to secure further funding from the US
National Institutes of Health and ME Research UK to fund an additional study of gene
expression associated with the profound "crash" people with ME/CFS experience following
an exercise stimulus. The team has also expanded the originally-funded metagenomics work
to add comparisons of host gene expression between groups, and adaptation of the "immune
signature" approach to studying past pathogen exposures. Recent findings have
substantiated the scope of disability and similarity of symptoms between ME/CFS and
ADCLS, raising the opportunity for people with ADCLS to seek greater understanding and
help for their condition. The team anticipates further outcomes from the studies later this
year.

Celebrate Research Week
The BCCDC’s annual celebration of research in public health celebrated its seventh year in
2014. The Foundation is pleased to support this highly-engaging and popular week of
knowledge translation, learning and fun. The Foundation hosted its first-ever reception,
inviting leaders from the broader public health community to network with each other, and
discuss the ongoing research being led by
the BCCDC. As BCCDC is highly
translational and collaborative, the
Foundation’s goal is to provide
opportunities to engage new partners and
showcase the excellence at BCCDC.
Sponsored by New England Biolabs, this
activity added a new highlight to Research
Week, something we aim to build upon in
future years.

7

k, the first
exually
infection
ucation and
gram for
eoples in
stablished

the first
n the world
cally recomal HIV
d prevention
to child
n treatment

re for Disease
CDC) is
he BC Ministry

es into a new
55 West 12th

BCCDC Foundation

ANNUAL REPORT

I

2014 - 2015

Fostering Future Successes
In early 2014, we developed and launched our
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mechanism to fund small 2011
pilot projects,
workshops, and travel activities
thesite in
BCCDC iswith
this first
the world to use genome
sequencing to reconwithin struct
our thematic
an outbreakareas

overall goal of enhancing BCCDC by
providing funding

to foster success for researchers in larger
peer-reviewed funding competitions. These
2000
fundstraining
allow BCCDC researchers to develop
FOODSAFE
program is legislated by
pilot data or key collaborations that can act
BC Government
as a springboard for their work. In 2014-15,

2013
2001
the Foundation was able to provide seed

State-of-the-art
BCCDC is brought under
funding
to
seven
projects
throughmethods
the OAP.
molecular
are
the Provincial Health
used to develop worldServices
Authority
Diverse
projects are addressing
themes such
leading data on Lyme
as communicable disease disease
surveillance,

2003

The collaboration
mathematical modelling, cutting-edge
between the BCCDC, the
genomics, knowledge translation and
National Microbiology
Laboratory
and thepopulations. The BCCDC, with
vulnerable
Genome Sciences Centre
led tothe
the support
successfulof the Foundation, is primed to
sequencing
SARS successes as we move
build of
onthe
existing
genome in Canada

together towards improving public health

2004
outcomes for the people of BC and beyond.
Provincial Health
2014
The Foundation continues to work closely
Services Authority Labs
are created
with the BCCDC

BCCDC provides leaderto determine
strategic
ship on national
preparations
for
a
possible
direction and develop partnerships with key
Ebola outbreak and
interested in
collaborating
for
Heat organizations
Health Surveillance
sends
health professionsystems and action plans
als to combat the
a better future.
are established
outbreak in West Africa

2009

>> Future Goals >>
◆ Drastically reduce response times and increase
emergency preparedness through investment in
information management systems

◆ Complete a full spectrum of complex chronic
disease prevention services and programs

◆ Use genomics in real time to solve public health
emerging issues

◆ Make BC the most accessible and data-rich
jurisdiction for public health information

◆ Use Drug and Poison Information Centre data to
better detect events and improve response time

◆ Provide a better understanding of the relationship between the role of environmental exposures in chronic disease in BC

◆ Develop a comprehensive immunization registry
that is interoperable with electronic medical
records, PharmaNet and other registries

◆ Expand surveillance for foodborne diseases
from farm to fork to significantly reduce human
illness

◆ Undertake applied research into eradication of
and a functional cure for HIV

◆ Use DNA fingerprinting to identify tuberculosis
outbreaks and inform responses

◆ Significantly reduce HPV and cervical cancer in
BC and the world

◆ Develop a tuberculosis screening and treatment
program that will act as a model for tuberculosis prevention and elimination in Canada and
globally
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Thank you to our Partners
It is with your generous support that we are able to
support excellence at the BCCDC
BCCDC and the BCCDC Foundation have deﬁned strengths that are unique and oﬀer exciting
opportunities of partnership and collaboration. Every donation to the BCCDC Foundation has a
direct eﬀect on the programs and research we fund. We would like to explicitly thank the following
partners who have helped us fund key projects in 2014-15:

MERCK

BIOMERIEUX

PENDOPHARM

ROCHE

CANADIAN PHARMACISTS ASSOCIATION

ABBVIE

NEW ENGLAND BIOLABS

JANSSEN

BC CENTRE FOR EXCELLENCE IN HIV/AIDS

GILEAD

BC MINISTRY OF HEALTH

ALERE

To join us as a partner, please email info@bccdcfoundation.org or phone 604-707-2490. For more
information, please visit our website at www.bccdcfoundation.org
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Thank you to our Board of Directors and our Advisors
It is with a great dedication to public health that these leaders come together
to support and grow the BCCDC Foundation. Coming from diverse backgrounds,
they make up a unique team with the experience and expertise, and the willingness,
to ‘drive innovation and advance service’ at the BCCDC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ADVISORS

Donald J. Avison

Dr. Mark Tyndall

Chair, BCCDC Foundation
President, Avison and Associates

Advisor, BCCDC Foundation
Executive Medical Director, BCCDC
Deputy Provincial Health Officer, BC Ministry
of Health

Ellen Chesney
Director & Secretary Treasurer,
BCCDC Foundation
Chief Administrative Officer, Research
BC Provincial Health Services Authority

Dr. Jennifer Gardy
Advisor, BCCDC Foundation
Senior Scientist (Genomics & Molecular
Epidemiology), BCCDC

Andrew Hazlewood
Director, BCCDC Foundation

Dr. Robert C. Brunham OBC

Dr. B. Brett Finlay OC, OBC

Advisor, BCCDC Foundation
Head, BCCDC Vaccine Research Laboratory

Director, BCCDC Foundation
Chair, BCCDC Foundation Scientific
Advisory Board
Professor, UBC Michael Smith Laboratories

Dr. Alan E. Winter
Advisor, BCCDC Foundation
President, Genome BC

Dr. Judith G. Hall OC
Director, BCCDC Foundation
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